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Hilda Ruby Ethington

Oct. 21, 1900, to Jan. 19, 2004 

      Hilda Ruby Weuve Ethington, 103, died Jan. 19 in Columbia, Mo.  
      She was born to Albert Henry Weuve and Mary Josephine Riemenschneider Weuve 
on the family farm in western Marshall County on Oct. 21, 1900. She entered State 
Center High School when she was 15 and was the only member of her immediate family 
to complete a high school education. Following high school, she enrolled at Iowa State 
Teachers College in Cedar Falls and then taught in rural schools in Marshall and Story 
counties for four-and-a-half years. She married Lindsay Ethington on July 16, 1926. They 
lived in State Center while he worked for local farmers and she was a clerk at Benson's 
dry goods store. They moved to the farm where she spent most of the rest of her life in 
1931. She was a member of the Colo Methodist Church, Isabelle Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, Good Earth Garden Club and the Colo Thimble Club. In her later years, 
she became a reporter for the Nevada Evening Journal, covering news from Colo. Early 
in 2001, restricted to a wheelchair, she became the oldest participant in a study of the 
benefits of physical activity for elderly persons, conducted by the University of Missouri-
Columbia. The increased mobility she developed allowed her considerable freedom 
during subsequent years.



      Survivors include two sons, Raymond (and Leslie) of Columbia, Mo., and Robert 
(and Ellen) of Corvallis, Ore.; four granddaughters; nine great-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-grandchild.
      She was preceded in death by her parents, seven siblings and her husband.
      Funeral services will be held at the Colo United Methodist Church at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 23; burial will be in the Colo Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that 
memorials in her name be made to Community Hospices of America Foundation, Inc., 
1465 Primrose, Suite A, Springfield, Mo. 65804. Friends may call at the Wensel-Perrin 
Funeral Home in State Center from 6-8 p.m. Thursday evening, Jan. 22.
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